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THRU THE EDITORS GLASSES 


Readers of the Journal who peruse both the list of state officers and 
also the title page may be puzzled by the apparent contradiction of Editor 
Cohen vs. Editor Hoeffer. The explanation is that with this issue Editor 
Hoeffer’s tenure of office expires; Dr. Abram Cohen is already hard at 
work on his plans for a bigger and better Journal and the October issue 
will be his responsibility. The Board of Trustees have already appointed 
him Editor of the Journal and the three month summer hiatus gives him 
an opportunity to make all his necessary plans and arrangements. A suc- 


cessful administration to him. 
* * * 


The House of Delegates requested the editor to publish the Presi- 
dent’s Address in this issue. The June 1943 issue also contained the re- 
tiring president’s address, report of the reference committee on the ad- 
dress and other reports and news of the meeting totalling about 17 pages. 
Of course a C.P.A. might find a few paragraphs more or less but seems 
like even 16 pages ought to give the members a slight idea of what hap- 


pened at the meeting. 
ok * * 


Soon after you receive this issue the Fifth War Loan Drive will 
be inaugurated. Again you have an opportunity to build up your own re- 
tirement fund, establish a new equipment reserve, and back the boys who 
are fighting for you. 

Buy More Bonds. 


* * * 


Scranton Monday evening—Ben Shair’s big smile of welcome when 
he recognized the editor (by his tow tie) on the street near the Casey 
Hotel. Later Bob Goodall, Harold Finnerty, and many others add their 
smiles of greeting. The walk up to the Masonic Temple and the belated 
recollection that our last Scranton meeting was held there in 1928—or 
’29 before the building was finished. Now the completed temple is remi- 
niscent of an old world castle, especially when you decide to use the stair- 
way as a short cut from the 3rd floor to the 4th floor clinics and vice versa. 
The vice versa the street where some of the boys operated successfully 
on the “one armed bandits” and many others just paid and paid. 

Zenke’s, where the wise ones all gravitated when they wanted the 
best restaurant meal in Scranton. 

The stroll down the street—the sort of familiar face on the passer-by 
who stops and talks. You realize he was a Junior when you were a Senior 
and wonder why he doesn’t say much about the meeting. The give-away 
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in the Scranton Times that evening when you find out he is a notorious 
advertiser. 

The unintentional howler pulled by President Roy at the delegate’s 
meeting when he reported there was a stenographer available for the use 
of the members. Even the stenotypist couldn’t keep a straight face. 

* * * 

Those who attended the Scranton meeting don’t need to be told what 
a swell meeting it was—those who didn’t go missed one of the best pro- 
grams ever staged. The only difficulty was in deciding what to omit, there 
were so many good things compressed in the three days. General Chair- 
man Ben Shair was indefatigable in his attention to details and no com- 
plaint was too trivial to elude his attention. The other committee chair- 
man are no less deserving of our appreciation but the general chairman is 
the one who has to tie in everything znd upon whose shoulders rests the 
heaviest responsibility. Well done, Ben! 

e 


MONTHLY REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
AND HARRISBURG OFFICE 


The 76th Annual Meeting is now history, and I take this opportunity 
to commend and congratulate the several meeting committees who did 
such a swell job in arranging for this session. Under the leadership of 
the General Chairman, Ben Shair, every man did his duty one hundred 
percent, with the result that everything ran smoothly and to the complete 
satisfaction of the vast majority who attended. 

As a representative of the Committee on Public Health I spent a very 
active week, beginning May 8th, in Reading. During that week I talked 
and showed motion pictures to approximately 17,000 school children and 
attended a dental meeting. While it was a very strenuous program, yet 
it ran very smoothly due to the efficient direction of Dr. Fred Herbine, 
Director of Dental Supervision in the Reading School District, together 
with a complete and harmonious cooperation of the administrative and 
teaching staff of the District. Several members of the School Board and 
the Administrative Staff attended one or more sessions during the week. 
While I did not make a diagnostic survey of the condition of mouths found 
in the school children of Reading, I made some passing observations 
which indicate that the dental corrective and educational service, as rend- 
ered by the school authorities of that city for more than a generation, 
have been productive of much good. 

The Board of Trustees, at their final meeting in Scranton, appointed 
Dr. Abram Cohen of Philadelphia as Editor of our State Journal to suc- 
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ceed Dr. F. H. Hoeffer resigned. Dr. A. S. Lawson, who would not ac- 
cept another term as Trustee from the Tenth District, was succeeded by 
Dr. J. S. Oartel of Wilkinsburg. Dr. R. S. Neiman of York was elected 
Chairman of the Board succeeding Dr. Lawson. The other members of 
the Board who succeeded themselves and will serve for another term of 
three years are as follows: 
Dr. M. C. L. Ellis—Sixth District 
Dr. J. W. Lynam—Seventh District 
Dr. H. D. Roberts—Eighth District 
Members as Of May 23, 1943 -ceccecccccccmemn 3975 
Members as of May 23, 1944 


Po. 61 
With this comment, this is the first time in several years that we have 
been behind in our comparative membership, and it is hoped that we will 
be ahead again by this time next month. With a little checking on the 
part of membership committees and local and District Secretaries, I feel 
sure that these figures can be changed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
C. J. HoLwister 
. Executive Secretary 


Results of the election of officers will be found on the page usually 
devoted to a list of the state officers. The Executive Secretary reports 
in regard to the delegates and alternates, “It will be impossible to give 
you a list of the delegates and alternates until the minutes are available 
because two or three of the districts had not selected their district delegate 
and alternate to the A.D.A., prior to the meeting. 


PITTSBURGH DENTAL ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 
The regular Monthly Meeting of the Pittsburgh Dental Assistants 
Association was held Tuesday, May 9, 1944, at 6 P. M. in the DeWitt 
Room of the Pittsburgher Hotel, Pittsburgh, in the form of a Dinner 
Party. 
The speaker for the evening was Mr. Ivan G. Hosack of Schenley 
High School, his subject, “Pittsburgh’s Health.” 
Immediately after the business meeting there was an initiation of 
new members. 
Evetyn B. Brett 
Publicity Chairman 
May I, 1944 
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PRESIDENT HERBERT K. COOPER 


Born in Brownstown, Lancaster County, on January 2, 1897, he at- 
tended Franklin and Marshall Academy, Franklin and Marshall College 
and graduated from the Evans Institute, School of Dentistry, University 
of Pennsylvania in 1919. 

He started his practice in Lititz (where he still lives) but in 1925 
he decided to attend the Dewey School of Orthodontia. After completing 
this course he opened offices in Lancaster. 

In addition to his local, state, and national dental society affiliations, 
Dr. Cooper is a member of the American Society of Orthodontists. New 
York Society of Orthodontists, New York Academy of Dentistry, Fellow 
of the American College of Dentists, member of the faculty of the Dewey 
School of Orthodontia from 1928-1932, lecturer at the School of Den- 
tistry of the University of Pittsburgh, director of the Dental Clinic of the 
Hershey Industrial School, director of the Lancaster Rotary Club’s cleft 
palate and speech clinic, member of the staff of the State Hospital for 
Crippled Children at Elizabethtown, and a member of the staff of both the 
Lancaster General Hospital and St. Joseph’s Hospital, Lancaster. 

Dr. Cooper is a fervent apostle of aid for the oral cripples, particu- 
larly the cleft palate unfortunates and has done much to make their life 
a normal and happy one. 

He brings to the office of president a wealth of enthusiasm, energy, 
and a sincere belief in his profession and its future. His message to the 
members printed in this issue is an excellent introduction to our new chief. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 


Dear Doctors: 

According to custom it becomes necessary for the President of the 
Society to write a letter to be published in the Journal. First of all I 
want to express my appreciation for the honor given me in making me 
your president; I hope to justify that confidence. It is my intention that 
you shall be informed of all the activities of your president regarding so- 
ciety affairs as such matters develop and progress. 


I would like to state that it is a difficult task to follow in the foot- 
steps of Dr. LeRoy M. Ennis. Much good was done during his admin- 
istration and many good things were started which must be continued. To 
do this will require the united front of our membership. This is our so- 
ciety and by united I mean unity, not uniformity. In that connection, I 
would like to have you read the following poem from the philosophy of 
Walt Mason: 


“BEES AND BEES-NESS” 


Said a poor old bee at the close of day, 

“This colony business doesn’t pay. 

I put my honey in the old hive, 

That others may eat and thrive, 

And I do more work in a day, by gee, 

Than some of the others do in three. 

I toil and worry and save and hoard, 

And all I get is my room and board. 

It’s me for a hive I can use myself, 

And me for the sweets of my hard-earned self.” 


So the old bee flew to a meadow lone, 

And started a business all his own. 

He gave no thought to the buzzing clan, 

But all intent on his selfish plan. 

He lived the life of a hermit free. 

“Ah, this is great,” said the poor old bee. 

But the summer waned and the days grew drear, 
And the old bee wailed as he dropped a tear; 
For the varmints gobbled his little store, 

And his wax played out and his heart was sore; 
So he winged his way to the old home band, 
And took his meals at the Helping Hand. 
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Alone our work is of little worth; 
Together we are the lords of the earth; 
So it’s all for each and each for all— 
United We Stand, and Divided We Fall. 

I think that expresses somewhat the condition we find ourselves along 
with everyone else, whatever their occupation. 

I just received a letter from the Treasury Department and along 
with it, a communication from the American Dental Association concern- 
ing the 5th War Loan. May I ask that all of the members, as they buy 
bonds, submit a report of the amount to the Executive Secretary, Dr. C. J. 
Hollister at Harrisburg either on a signed or unsigned card so that the 
Pennsylvania Dental Society can submit a report of the amount subscribed 
by our members. In the past, the members failed to do this and con- 
sequently it was impossible to send in a report which represened us as an 
organization. 

Many things are developing at this time which if they can be brought to 
a satisfactory conclusion, I am sure will be pleasing to most of our members. 
It is impossible to give a detailed report now, but may I say that the 
changes that will take place should be satisfactory to most of us. Com- 
mittee changes are being handled very cautiously at this particular time 
due to the fact that this is a so called “on year.” That is the year when 
the legislature convenes. Your President feels it most unwise to change 
men from key positions at this time because most of them are too valu- 
able in the position they now occupy. We hope to see the day arrive when 
these changes will not be made so often as in the past. It really takes a 
man an entire year to learn just what the duties of the average commit- 
tee are. 

Another thing which your president feels is very important—many 
letters and telephone calls are constantly being received by me—some 
complaints, some critical, etc. We welcome anything of that nature if it 
is constructive in its motive. Constructive criticism is always valuable if 
used properly. However, may I emphasize the fact that these letters and 
calls should be made to the Trustee from your district. He sits on the 
executive body of our organization and by constituted authority he will 
see to it that recognition will be given the problem. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the districts that have in- 
vited me to their meetings. I have been compelled to decline in most in- 
stances because of a few very important matters which require immediate 
attention. You will be informed of these developments in an early issue 
of the Journal and then will understand why it was impossible for your 
president to accept your kind invitations. 
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In closing may I make this statement, that the Public Health Problem 
concerning dentistry today is great. The strides we have been making and 
will make, are even greater. Are we willing and able to cope with the 
situation? We feel that the field for service is great. The war has taught 
medical men and laymen the importance of dentistry in the public health 
program. The field of medicine and dentistry has never separated, but the 
physician and the dentist have. We are learning that much can be done. 
when the two professions have become more united in their efforts to help 
solve the problem. 

Sincerely, 


H. K. Cooper 
= 


DR. S. B. LUCKIE 


(An editorial published in the Chester Times before Dr. Luckie started in again) 


Dr. Samuel Blair Luckie, one of Chester’s remarkable citizens and a 
dentist who has not confined his services to the patients in his dental chair, 
retires next Monday. 

On that day he will close the chapter on 70 years of dental practice, 
all but a year and a half of which have been given in Chester. 

Dr. Luckie will be 95-years-old next Aug. 22, but he is a man of 
young heart, young mind. He has not for a moment stopped accepting 
new ideas, encouraging the growth and development of the profession 
which he serves. He is a modernist, a student, a philosopher, a likeable 
gentleman, with a direct and simple way of making friends. 

But more than that he is a man who, at the very moment of retiring 
from his profession has an idea that Chester can ill afford to overlook. 

Dr. Luckie has long been an advocate of the necessity of having a 
staff dentist for the Chester school system. He had held that idea from 
the very day when the Chester School Board discontinued that position in 
the schools. 

It is encouraging that among the post-war plans for Chester schools, 
now before the Board of Education, is a recommendation that a dental 
clinic be organized and that the position of dental hygienist be created. 

Dr. Luckie believes that the very capacity for a child to learn can 
be retarded and his school work handicapped by the presence of dental 
ill-health. His position is one that is generally accepted by dentists today. 

It is a tribute to Dr. Luckie’s remarkable life and career that even in 
the last days before his retirement he still has progressive, sound advice 
for the city he loves . . . advice which may well be heard. 
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EDITOR ABRAM COHEN 


Born on August 6, 1901, in Philadelphia, Dr. Cohen is a graduate 
of the School of Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania, class of 1923. 
In 1938 he took post graduate work at New York University. 

He is a member of the American Academy of Periodontology, a cer- 
tificant of that body, and a member of the Pierre Fauchard Academy. 

Dr. Cohen was. editor of the Bulletin of the Eastern Dental Society 
and when the First District was organized, he started the Bulletin of 
the Philadelphia County Dental Society 2nd has served as editor of that 
publication ever since. 

He has been chairman of Publicity of the Greater Philadelphia An- 
nual meeting since 1935, past president of Alpha Omega Fraternity, past 
president of the Eastern Dental Society. 
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PRESIDENTS ADDRESS | 


While progress in our profession continued rapidly during the past 
year, while an increase in our membership has been gained, and while the 
solidarity of our society has improved, perhaps the predominating and 
most pronounced point to contemplate is the higher respect which dentistry 
has been accorded of late. 





By its own performance, materially aided by our active members in 
the Army, Navy and on the home front, dentistry has taken its rightful 
place in the constellation of the healing arts, and forced a proper recog- 
nition of its capacity; but there remains much to be done if we are to 
emphasize that dentistry has a greater potentiality toward the fuller 
achievement of better health for the Nation than it has had opportunity to 
show and, that already too long has it been deprived of expressing that 
potentiality. 

The ever increasing cordial relations with the Pennsylvania State 
Medical Society and its officers who so fully assay dentistry as an es- 
sential branch of the healing arts, that complements medicine in the diag- 
noses and treatment of many diseases are such that plans are under formu- 
lation to form a joint committee of our respective organizations to ex- 
pedite the progress of our fact finding and study groups and, at the same 
time, avoid duplication of effort in pursuance of objectives sought by each. 
In fact, the instigators were the officers of the State Medical Society, and 
already your President-Elect, Dr. Cooper and your President have met 
with one of their very important committees. I can assure you that it was 
a mutual gain. 

It has been inspiring to have had the experience of traveling over the 
state during the past year, meeting with the various district societies, con- 
tinually being assured that those in charge of the societies were doing an 
excellent job. Meeting with the various committees of the State Society 
at our central office in Harrisburg has proven to me and I am sure to 
those who assembled there, that the efficiency of the State Society and 
the achievement toward which we are striving, that is, better health, can 
only be attained by such meetings of important committees during the 
year. Meeting with the Board of Trustees, although too infrequent, has 
produced results which—while not glaring were far reaching. 

The association with your executive secretary has been most inspir- 
ing, no one who has not had the opportunity of visiting the central office 
can appreciate the volume of work passing through that office. To all 


*Report made to the House of Delegates by retiring Pres. LeRoy M. Ennis 
and published verbatim. 
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those mentioned, those who too seldom receive sufficient praise for the 
results they accomplished should know that we hold their work most es- 
sential. They are the backbone and the brains of the organization, and our 
obligations are real. 

Of course in my travels I heard complaints, some just—while others 
were unjust, but I might say that most all complaints heard had a remedy. 
The unjust complaints were mostly due to a lack of knowledge of what 
was actually taking place in our own society. Where can such knowledge 
be obtained? In our State Journal? But very little is to be found there. 
Therefore, I recommend, that the publication of the complete proceedings 
of the House of Delegates of the State Society appear in the October 
issue of the State Journal. And I further recommend that the proceed- 
ings of the Board of Trustees be published in the State Journal following 
the various meetings of the Board of Trustees. In order that this be done 
and to bring our Journal on a par with the best Journals of the country, 
I recommend that the sum of one dollar per member instead of the present 
twenty-five cents be set aside in the budget for the publication of a Journal 
befitting a society of our size, and further recommend, that there shall be 
created a Board of Editors, headed by an Editor-in-Chief and a business 
manager to publish the Journal. 

It is my belief that the adoption of the foregoing resolutions will help 
the Society and also the membership of the Society to obtain first hand 
information, resulting in a greater interest by the membership in dental 
affairs. 

In traveling to the many districts in the state, it was found that only 
on one occasion was your president definitely on the program, although 
having been invited to the meetings. It seems that the president is just 
taken for granted and he is tucked in somewhere for five minutes and 
spends the rest of his time at the meeting talking in corners or bedrooms 
with a few members. He is given very little opportunity to inform the 
body about state affairs and have them discussed. Maybe they don’t want 
to hear about state affairs, but if that is true, don’t invite the president. 
Therefore, I recommend, that the President of the State Society, when in- 
vited to a district meeting, be placed in a definite spot on the program in 
order that he may make a report of State Society affairs to the member- 
ship. I further recommend that the trustees of the various districts carry 
out their dutieS by making official visits to the various meetings held within 
their districts to acquaint the membership with state affairs. 

In order that the Trustees of the State Society can be acquainted with 
state affairs, and that the business of the State Society can be conducted 
properly, I recommend, that the Board of Trustees shall meet in Harris- 
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burg at least every two months to transact the business of the State So- 
ciety. And I recommend, that monies be set aside in the budget to allow 
every committee to meet at least once a year at the central office in Har- 
risburg in order to more properly conduct the business of the society as- 
signed to them. I further recommend, that monies be placed in the budget 
in order that chairmen of the various committees might meet with the 
Board of Trustees; this having a twofold purpose, to allow the Board to 
know what the committee is doing and to give the committee first hand 
information so as to properly conduct themselves. 

I also recommend that the Trustee of the American Dental Associ- 
ation attend all meetings of the Board of Trustees in order to acquaint 
the Board first hand with actions taken and plans of the American Dental 
Association. 

It is also recommended that the retiring President of the State Society 
shall be a member of the Board of Trustees for a period of two years. 
This recommendation allows the State Society to have the valuable ex- 
perience of one whom they have chosen to lead them, for a two year 
period, which otherwise is lost. It will allow the retiring president to 
officially see that certain recommendations he has made and which have 
been approved by the House of Delegates will be carried out to the better- 
ment of the organization. 

Your executive secretary has covered practically the entire state, 
spent many days in certain localities helping certain committees, much 
time was spent in the central office doing work which could have been 
done by a competent clerk. This was caused by a lack of proper help. He 
now informs me that the help situation has somewhat cleared. However, 
your executive secretary must spend more of his time out in the districts, 
travel is done by automobile for which the State Society allows him five 
cents a mile. At the present cost of traveling this does not meet the ex- 
pense. His personal expenses are much higher due to traveling. It is 
therefore recommended, that the executive secretaries salary be definitely 
and substantially increased and that the Board of Trustees work out some 
equitable means of financing the automobile of the executive secretary as 
its use is approximately ninety percent State Society business. 

The state laws governing the practice of dentistry should be revised. 
We have received complaints from every state bordering Pennsylvania 
about radio advertising. No such condition exists in the bordering states. 
The prosecution of the illegal practice of dentistry is rather cumbersome 
and in certain instances, as was told your Legislative and Law Enforce- 
ment Committees by state legal prosecutors, could not be stopped. There- 
fore, I recommend that, the Legislative Committee shall start at once to 
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revise the Dental Practice Act of the State of Pennsylvania, to have it 
conform somewhat to the laws of our neighbors, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, 
New York and New Jersey. Be it further recommended, that the Board 
of Trustees be given authority to retain legal council on the per annum 
basis, services being available to the board and committee chairmen upon 
request to the board or district trustee. 

Your. society anticipates the creation of a Bureau of Dental Health 
in Harrisburg, however, this cannot be accomplished without thorough 
study and formulation of definite plans. It is therefore recommended, 
that the Public Relations Committee in conjunction with the Dental Divi- 
sion of the Department of Health, which will include our representative 
in the Department of Industrial Health, be instructed to formulate definite 
plans for publicizing dental health teaching and practice. That it be made 
uniform and understood by all the members of the society, to the end that 
a Bureau of Dental Health be requested. 


In reading the constitution and by-laws of our society there are many 
conflicting acts and the book is well pasted with changes already made. 
Therefore, I recommend the creation of a Ccmmittee on the Constitution 
and By-laws, to rewrite and revise the constitution and by-laws, place the 
recent changes in their proper position and have same printed. Any changes 
would naturally be endorsed by this body before being printed or be- 
coming official. 

The quarters now occupied by our central office are becoming rather 
cramped. Therefore, I recommend that the proper committee of the Board 
of Trustees be instructed to obtain specifications and plans for the en- 
larging of our quarters by extending the building to include the entire 
yard space in the rear of the building. I make this recommendation at 
this time in order that we will be ready to build when the opportune time 
arrives, and that considerable study shall be placed on the project. 


You have all had an opportunity by now to have read the program 
and are now participating in one of the finest programs the State Society 
has had in many years. There are two reasons, namely, the enthusiasm 
and ability of the General Chairman in charge of the meeting and the 
fundamental fact that they had finances without question to produce the 
meeting. If is the first time in the history of the State Sociey that it has 
been possible to conduct a State Meeting without the officers and com- 
mittees having to worry about finances. This was made possible by the 
assessment of one dollar collected last year for this year’s meeting. I 
therefore recommend, that one dollar per member of the State Society 
be set aside each year in order that the state meetings of the future may be 
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properly financed. It is the first time in the history of the State Society 
that those not attending the meeting are helping pay for it. 

It is further recommended that, the Board of Trustees set up the 
yearly budget on a per capita basis, this will definitely answer the ques- 
tion often asked by many members, “Where does the money go?” And 
my last recommendation is, that the books of the State Society be audited 
to properly show the accounts from which certain investments, such as 
bonds are made, and that the audit show the complete assets of the So- 
ciety grouped. Therefore. it will not be necessary to audit the audit to 
know where we stand financially. 

I have made a survey of the audits since 1939 and find that the as- 
sets of the Society as of December 1943 were $45,150.60. This includes 
a property of $18,100.00, plus property account, relief account, sinking 


funds, etc. There may be mistakes of a few dollars in my audit, I am not 
s U.P. A. 


Although I have personally thanked the State Committee whose ef- 
forts were responsible for this excellent meeting, it is not amiss to repeat 
our obligation to Dr. Ben Shair, as General Chairman of the Committee, 
and those who labored so faithfully under his guidance, for the excellent 
contribution to dentistry and to this Society which the Seventy-Sixth An- 
nual Meeting is making. 

This report has not covered fully the record of your executive officer 
at all. It has not even touched upon many of the high lights pertaining to 
the activities of your Society which committee reports will cover more 
extensively. It has not mentioned the results of the many conferences 
with our President-Elect, Dr. Herbert Cooper, which, I know will have 
great bearing on the future of our Society. 


So, with apologies and obligations to you all, I will relinquish the 
stewardship of your Society Thursday next with the sincere commendation 
of your incoming President, Dr. Herbert K. Cooper, whom we burden 
with the added responsibility of the executive office of a great society. He 
will take the reins at a time when a greater future opens for dentistry. 
Yours is the responsibility to make the year under Dr. Cooper a success or 
failure. He will do his share and more. What will you do? 






BUY MORE BONDS 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


To the House of Delegates: 

The president is to be commended for his excellent report which we 
consider one of the best reports ever presented to this society. He is 
especially complimented upon his development of closer coordination of 
relationship between the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania 
and other healing arts groups. These contacts should be continued and 
developed by the incoming president. 

We heartily concur with the president’s recommendation of having 
the proceedings of the House of Delegates and of the Board of Trustees 
in the official publication of the society. We recommend the thorough 
editing and abstracting before publication. 

We concur with the president’s recommendation of increasing the 
activity and scope of the Journal to equal that of any other state journal 
and that the Board of Trustees be instructed to appropriate adequate 
money to make this possible. We heartily approve the suggestion to create 
a Board of Editors and an editor-in-chief to whom shall be intrusted the 
responsibilities of the Journal. 





We agree with the president that it is not his duty to visit every 
District Society and inform them of the activities of the State Society, 
but believe that it is the definite duty of the District Trustee. Where it 
be the wish of the District Society to bring the president before them that 
he be accorded all the dignity that his office commands. 


We question the necessity of the Board of Trustees meeting every 
two months, but suggest three fixed meetings to be held at Harrisburg in 
addition to the annual meeting. It being understood that additional meet- 
ings may be called when necessity demands. 

We concur with the president in the setting aside of money for com- 
mittee meetings in Harrisburg, but suggest that all committees be stream- 
lined to prevent the overlapping of duties and to increase their efficiency. 

We believe it should be mandatory that the Trustee to the American 
Dental Association attend all meetings of the Board of Trustees of the 
State Society. 

We concur with the president’s suggestion that the retiring president 
be made a member of the Board of Trustees and that the proper amend- 
ment be made to make this possible. 

We concur with the president’s recommendation that the Executive 
Secretary’s compensation be increased. 
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We concur in the opinion of the president that the Legislative Com- 
mittte study the existing laws of the State Society, and take immediate 
steps toward the revision of the same. And also that the Board of Trustees 
allocates money for the employment of legal consul: 

We concur with the president’s recommendation that the proper com- 
mittees be synchronized with the division of dentistry and the division of 
industrial dentistry of the Department of Health to formulate definite 
plans for publicizing dental health, teaching and practice. 

We concur in the president’s recommendation that the Constitution 
and by-laws be revised and printed. 

We concur with the president’s recommendation that study be given 
to plans for increasing of the Executive offices. 

We concur in the president’s recommendation that adequate sums 
be set aside for operation of state meetings. 

We concur in the president’s final recommendation that books of the 
State Society be audited to properly show the accounts from which cer- 
tain investments, such as bonds, are made. And that the audits show the 
complete assets of the society grouped. Therefore, it will not be necessary 
to audit the audit to know where we stand financially.” é 

We cannot close this report without expressing the appreciation of 
of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society to Dr. Ennis for his stewardship 
of the society during his administration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Harry Metz 
Joun Ross 


PauL BomBeErGER, Chairman 
ae 


NECROLOGY COMMITTEE REPORT 


The Necrology Committee reports the following deaths since last meeting: 
Boland, Martin F., Scranton, Medico-Chi., 1914, May 9, 1943 
Brantlinger, F. D., Pittsburgh, U. of Pitt., 1928, Dec. 1, 1943 
Brightbill, Harry R., Bedford, Balti. C. of D.S., 1907, Nov. 9, 1943 
Brominski, John J., Swoyerville, Balti. C. of D.S., 1920, Oct. 30, 1943 
Caldwell, J. M., Lewistown, U. of Pitt., 1919, Aug. 19, 1943 
Clark, James F., St. Marys, U. of Pitt., 1913, June 19, 1943 
Colburn, C. Roth, Philadelphia, U. of P., 1913, Aug. 13, 1943 
Deer, Elmer, Erie, Pa. Coll. of D.S., Jan. 24, 1944 
Engels, E. M., Erie, U. of Md., Feb. 14, 1944 
Erb, J. Ralph, Thompsontown, P.D.C., 1903, Nov. 20, 1943 
Everett, Edward F., Brookline, Pa. Coll. of D.S., 1908, June 6, 1943 
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Fast, M. J., Masontown, U. of Pitt., 1915, Oct. 3, 1943 

Fetzer, M. H., Greenville, 9, P.D.C., 188-, May 20, 1943 

German, G. E., Erie, U. of Md., March 11, 1944 

Higinbotham, U. F., Fayette City, U. of Pitt., 1927, Sept. 7, 1943 

Hirzel, Graham F., Philadelphia, P.D.C., 1907, Nov. 13, 1943 

Horst, William, Erie, U. of Pitt., 1927, Nov., 1943 

Hudson, Henry J., Philadelphia, U. of P., 1914, Oct. 31, 1943 

Kean, Morris H., Philadelphia, U. of P., 1923, Aug. 21, 1943 

Kowalzyk, Edward R., Upper Darby, Temple U., 1928, Sept., 1943 

Ludes, Joseph L., Harrisburg, U. of P., 1903, Dec. 7, 1943 

Martin, John, Altoona, U. of Pitt., 1925, Nov. 26, 1943 

McKee, Wilbert, Forest Hills, U. of Pitt., 1913, Jan. 23, 1944 

McMullen, Samuel, Oil City, P.D.C., 1901, April 21, 1943 

Mertz, Joseph N., Drefield 

Noble, Walter R., Philadelphia, U. of P., 1900, Nov. 11, 1943 

Propper, Morris, Philadelphia, U. of P., 1900, Nov. 11, 1943 

Riley, Francis R., Pittsburgh, U. of Pitt., 1916, Oct. 21, 1943 

Scott, John, Philadelphia, P.D.C., 1900, Dec. 25, 1943 

Skinner, W. M., Easton, U. of P., 1900 

Smith, Paul, Philadelphia, Medico-Chi., 1908 

Sorgen, Carl G., Butler, U. of Pitt., 1912, June 21, 1943 

Stout, Edward D., Philadelphia, P.D.C., 1899, Sept. 29, 1943 

Strecker, Albert W., Philadelphia, P.C.D.S., 1900, Sept. 29, 1943 

Vanderpool, Leslie J., Philadelphia, Medico-Chi., 1902, Dec. 8, 1943 

White, F. K., Philipsburg, Balti. C.D.S., 1888, Aug. 1, 1943 
Respectfully submitted, 

Frep H. Hoerrer, Chairman; Z. T. Jackaway, Vice Chairman 


W. B. MaAusteE.L_ter, F. B. Evans, W. R. Firnt, M. A. CorricAan, 


T. J. McFate, C. W. Crark, C. J. Hoiiister, Secretary 
® 


FEMALE DENTAL TECHNICIANS NEEDED BY ARMY 


The Army has an immediate urgent need for women between the ages 


of 20 and 50 to serve with Medical Units and Hospital Installations as 


DENTAL LABORATORY TECHNICIANS and DENTAL TECH- 


NICIANS.. 


To qualify as a DENTAL LABORATORY TECHNICIAN grad- 


uation from high school, plus three years experience as a dental mechanic 
or the successful completion of a course in Mechanical Dentistry. 


To become what the Army terms a DENTAL TECHNICIAN re- 


quires high school graduation plus graduation from an accredited school 
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of oral hygiene or two years’ equivalent training under an accredited 
dentist. 

Girls who have a high school education, but who lack the other quali- 
fications, the Army will assign to Dental Technicians Training Schools 
so that they may be assigned to the duties for which trained. 

Individuals in the three above mentioned categories who possess the 
required qualifications will be enlisted in the Womens Army Corps where 
they will be definitely assigned, after the usual WAC basic training, to 
these positions in medical installations. On the basis of such assignment 
they are eligible to attain certain ratings. 

In short, it is an opportunity for real service to the country doing 
exactly the work for which the individual has been trained and in her 
own profession. Certainly the experinece thus gained in the Army should 
increase the professional knowledge and enhance the post-war opportuni- 
ties for those women who enlist and serve. 

A large number of these technicians is required immediately and the 
need will be an ever increasing one—and one that MUST be met. It 
presents a challenge to all of the members of the profession; for from 
their ranks must come the qualified candidates. 

Officer Procurement Service has been assigned this procurement pro- 
gram. All inquiries should therefore be addressed to Major George E. 
Lukens, Officer in Charge, Headquarters Philadelphia Officer Procure- 
ment District, Room 1913, Fidelity Phila. Trust Bldg., 123 S. Broad 
Street, Philadelphia, 9, Penna. 

* 


FIFTH WAR LOAN DRIVE 


The American Dental Association has been requested by the Treasury 
Department to participate actively in the forthcoming Fifth War Loan 
Drive, beginning June 12, and ending July 8, 1944. 

A telegram received by the Committee from Hon. Henry Morgen- 
thau, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury follows: 

“PLEASE CONVEY MY SINCERE APPRECIATION 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL AS- 

SOCIATION FOR THE SUPPORT THEY HAVE GIVEN 

THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT’S WAR BOND PRO- 

GRAM. THE SALE OF MORE THAN SIX MILLION 

DOLLARS WORTH OF BONDS DURING THE FOURTH 

WAR LOAN DRIVE IS A FINE ACHIEVEMENT. I AM 

CONFIDENT THAT THE MEMBERS OF YOUR OR- 

GANIZATION WILL RESPOND WHOLEHEARTEDLY 
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IN THE FIFTH WAR LOAN TO BACK THE ATTACK 

AND BUY MORE THAN BEFORE.’ 

Inasmuch as all are familiar with the aims and purposes of these 
drives and the daily newspapers and radio are carrying all of the pub- 
licity that seems necessary, this Committee desires only to call it to the 
attention of the profession through regular channels, with the following 
observations and suggestions: 

1. Due to the organization perfected in most states in connection 
with previous drives, it is assumed that each state has its chairman, its 
committees and most of the other machinery appropriate to function. 

2. This Committee believes the same State quotas for dentists as 
were authorized in the Fourth War Loan Drive will be suitable for the 
Fifth Drive, which, for the State of PENNSYLVANIA is $1,082,800.00. 

3. It has been suggested that it may be possible to secure franking 
privileges for the mailing of an application blank to members of the pro- 
fession and that each dental chairman make an effort to secure this 
privilege from the local Treasury War Finance Committee. For the pur- 
poses of compilation, a suggested form, to be filled out by each dentist is 
attached, together with the address of the principal sub-office of the 
Treasury Department War Finance Committee in your State. Dental 
chairmen are urged to communicate with these officials and work in close 
harmony and cooperation with them. 

4. The War Service Committee and the Treasury Department, for 
the purposes of this Drive, are interested of course in the actual purchase 
of bonds, but the report of the total figures for each state is of paramount 
importance, so that dentistry may receive its proper credit. In requesting 
a report from each dentist, of his purchase, it is not necessary that he 
identify his investment, unless he desires to do so. In other words, an 
unsigned record of his purchase will constitute a sufficient record for the 
purposes of compilation. 

With the amount of additional time given by the Treasury Depart- 
ment to prepare for the Fifth War Loan Drive, it is urgently requested 
that all state officers begin immediately to enthuse their committees to 
really make this drive an outstanding success. It is most important that 
each dentist in the state be contacted and presented with a form on which 
he can indicate the amount of bonds he proposes to purchase during the 
Drive. This may be done by personal solicitaton, mail, or through the 
medium of state and local journals; but the main objective to be attained 
is the prompt return of these individual statements. On the basis of these 
returns, state officers will be able to arrive at their totals and communi- 
cate them promptly to the War Service Committee. It should be empha- 
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sized that, whatever purchases are made by the dentist—whether through 
his dental society, his bank, or any other.group or organization—he should 
report to his dental society so that it may be applied to the state quota for 
dentists. This plan will not interfere with the totals or quotas set up by 
the state and local War Finance Committees, but simply reflects the 
amounts subscribed by members of the dental profession. 

In spite of the short period of time permitted for preparation for the 
Fourth War Loan Drive, the great majority of states reporting vastly ex- 
ceeded their quotas, and with the dental profession better organized for 
the forthcoming Drive it is confidently believed that the $12,000,000 na- 
tional figure will be considerably oversubscribed. 

ALL TOGETHER NOW—LET’S GO! Will we let down the fight- 
ing front—our colleagues—our friends—our patients—and all other pa- 
triotic Americans ? 

C. WILLARD CAMALIER 
Chairman, Committee on War Service 


SUGGESTED FORM TO BE FILLED OUT BY EACH DENTIST 
(To State or Local Officer of Dental Society) 


I have purchased (will purchase) §.......................... worth of War Bonds 
during the period from June 12 to July 8, 1944. 
CFIA N se ceiesnccstsntontiichicitevenaensiibiageaaiabgiibiensinaigiiitivin . 


*The amount of purchase is the important information; therefore, 
please fill in this blank and return at once, signed or unsigned, to your 
dental chairman. 

The above form should contain the official stamp of the State So- 
ciety. 

= 


LETTERS OF 
DR. AND MRS. HORACE WELLS DISCOVERED” 


W. HARRY ARCHER, B.S., D.D.S. 
Asst. Prof. Dept. Anes. and Exodontia School of Dentistry, Univ. of Pittsburgh 


In March, 1939, I reported the discovery of the second known docu- 
ment in Horace Wells’ handwriting, a letter to Hon. Dixon, requesting 
his assistance in obtaining a passport to France. The only known docu- 
ment at that time was Horace Wells’ Day Book.? Thinking that perhaps 
there might be letters from Horace Wells in the possession of relatives, 
a search was undertaken to learn what, if any, relatives of Dr. Wells 
were living. Several authorities on the life of Wells in Hartford were 
consulted, but they did not know of any relatives. Having heard that Dr. 
~ *Reprinted from Dental Rays, Vol. 15, No. 2, Jan. 1940. 
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Wells’ son, Charles, left a large fortune when he died in 1909, a search 
was made of the files of the Probate Court, Hartford, Connecticut, and 
a list of the names and addresses of the nine distributees of the Estate 
of Charles T. Wells was obtained.% 

Letters sent to these individuals brought but two replies, the others 
were returned “address unknown”. The two replies were from Mr. 
Arthur Wells Cole,‘ the only living child of Horace Wells’ sister Mary, 
and Miss Mary W. Wales, daughter of Joseph Wales, Horace Wells’ 
brother-in-law. 

The questionnaire returned from Miss Wales,> South Deerfield, Mass., 
stated in reply to the question: Do you have any letters, books, instru- 
ments, or equipment which belonged to Horace Wells, his wife or son?: 
“Miss Wales has a few letters between H. Wells and Miss Wales’ father, 
Joseph Wales, but it is beyond her power to get them at this time.” 

These letters, a miniature oil portrait of Dr. Wells and one of Mrs. 
Wells, a photograph of Mrs. Wells and some printed material, have now 
been secured and forwarded to me for their first publication. 


The first three letters relate the initial steps of the courtship by Dr. 
Horace Wells of Elizabeth Wales in 1838. 


lArcher, W. H., Historical Notes on Horace Wells. Dental Rays, Vol. 14, No. 
8, March, 1939. 

2Horace Wells’ Day Book. Walter R. Steiner Medical Library, Hartford, 
Conn. 

3Through the courtesy of Miss H. Louise Blair, Hartford, Conn. 

4Born March 2, 1856, Died May 17, 1939. 

SJanuary 21, 1939. All correspondence with Miss Wales was handled by 
Mrs. Cornelia A. Peterson, in view of Miss Wales’ incapacitating illness. 


March 5th letter addressed to Miss Elizabeth Wales, Hartford, Conn. 


Hartford, March 5th 
Miss Wales: 

It is with no little diffidence that I take my pen in hand to address you 
at this time, and to ask one or two questions for which I may be charged 
with presumption; the purpose, however, has not been formed without due 
consideration. We are comparatively strangers, and for that reason I at first 
resolved in this communication to ask but one, vis. Would it be in accord- 
ance with your wishes to become more familiarly acquainted with me? Here 
I intended to have signed my name, but there are reasons which have in- 
duced me to ask one more question and abide the consequences. 

Whatever the answer may be, you must excuse me for being so explicit. 

Are there circumstances which preclude the possibility of this proposed 
acquaintance ever resulting in a more intimate connexion than that of 
brother and sister in Christ? Now, Elizabeth, you doubtless understand the 
import of this, and I shall expect a candid answer. 

If I have been premature in the last query, it remains for you to 
forgive. . 
Truly yours, H. Wells. 
N.B. It would be well to add the word Dentist, with the superscription of 
your letter as there is another of my name. 
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March 6th letter addressed to H. Wells, Dentist, Hartford. 


Hartford, March 6th 
Dr. Wells, 
Sir: 

With no small surprise I received your communication of the 5th and 
felt it to be my duty to confide in my Aunt, who has ever manifested the 
highest interest for my welfare. She wishes me to act agreeable to my 
judgment as her only wish is for my happiness, with the hope that the inter- 
course may be commenced and continued in such a manner that should it 
hereafter terminate, it may still exist as brother and sister in Christ without 
injured feelings to either. 

I am therefore prepared to say in answer to your first question, it being 
direct, that to cultivate a farther acquaintance with you would be agreeable 
to my wishes. If the confession is too full pardon it. If I comprehend your 
second question it is one which involves our temporal happiness. You will not 
expect me to say much upon that subject at this time. I will only add that 
had I seen any insurmountable obstacle to the second I should not have 
been so explicit in answering the first. 

Yours 
E. Wales 


March 7th letter addressed to Miss Elizabeth Wales, Hartford, Conn. 


Hartford, March 7th 
Elizabeth: 


Permit me to suggest the propriety of making my visits periodical, for 
the present. 


I would therefore propose to make you a one-half hour call, on each 
Tuesday evening at 74 o’clock. 


If this time would be inconvenient, I hope you will not fail to inform 
me. If I mistake not, the right-hand bell belongs to you. If I am mistaken, 
please inform me; the mistake itself would be a small one, but sometimes 
little things cast great shadows. 


Yours, 
Horace 


The following letter makes clear several points concerning the Wells 
and Morton partnership in Boston. There was some doubt in my mind 
that Wells ever went to Boston; that the partnership was in name only.! 
However, this letter clearly proves that Horace Wells went with W. T. G. 
Morton to Boston where they set up an office. It also proves that he stayed 
in Boston for at least two weeks, but approximately four weeks later he 
wrote Morton from Hartford declaring his intention to give up the part- 


nership and suggested “.... let us give it up and jog along here at 
home as usual; "6 


It is interesting to note that Dr. Wells states in the letter here repro- 
duced, “we have also succeeded in getting the certificate of the most cele- 
brated chemist and geologist in the country in relation to my invention 
...” (italics not in original). This invention was a gold solder with which 
Miller”? credits Morton. The celebrated chemist and geologist, Dr. Charles 
T. Jackson, was later to be one of the claimants for the title of discoverer 
of anesthesia. 
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Letter of Oct. 28, addressed to Mrs. Dr. Horace Wells, Hartford, Ct. 


Boston, Oct. 28,1843 
Saturday eve 
Dear Wife: . 

This is the first leisure time that I have found since my departure from 
Hartford. By the way, in the first place I ought to bid you and Charley 
good bye, for I came off in such a hurry that I was deprived of that privi- 
lege. I expected as a matter of course I should have time to come down to 
“Aunt Bays” to bid you and all others good bye, but the time was past 
before I was aware of it, thus much for the preface, now for the journal. 
Well then I arrived at Springfield in due time but we were greeted by a most 
disagreeable snow storm; in fact, we had it immediately after leaving Hart- 
ford. When we arrived at Springfield the cars from the west had not ar- 
rived, and did not arrive until after dark, in consequence of an accident on 
the road. We, therefore, had a night job of it. We have been engaged 
ever since in procuring a room for our office and have just succeeded to 
our perfect satisfaction, indeed, we have one of the finest rooms in the City, 
SArcher, W. Harry. Chronological History of Horace Wells, Discoverer of 
Anesthesia. Bulletin of The History of Medicine, Vol. 7, No. 10 De- 
cember, 1939. 
7Miller, A. H. Two Notable Controversies: Over the Invention of the Elec- 
tric Telegraph and The Discovery of Surgical Anesthesia. Annals of Medical 
History, New Series. Vol. 6, No. 2, Pages 110-123, 1934. 


which we obtained by mere chance it is on No. 19 Tremont Row, the most 
fashionable place in the City, and one man told us that he had been waiting 
2 years to obtain a room in this location and had not succeeded yet, such 
is the demand for rooms in this location you will readily perceive therefore 
that we were fortunate in this: respect. We have also succeeded in getting 
the certificate of the most celebrated chemist and geologist in the country in 
relation to my invention which will undoubtedly secure a first rate business 
to the office. His name is Dr. C. T. Jackson which you have undoubtedly 
heard of before, he expressed himself in the highest terms of admiration re- 
specting the improvement, and he spent 3 days in analyseing the gold to 
see if it was as it appeared to be; he has made his report in writing and 
has given us permission to publish it, which we shall do next week. Any 
statement coming from such an eminent man must have a wonderful effect, 
in short we have succeeded thus far in our preliminary arrangements beyond 
our most sanquine expectations. We shall be ready for business on Monday 
or Tuesday and as soon as our advertisements come out I will send you 
papers containing them. I shall probably remain here about 2 weeks longer 
and I wish you to write me as soon as you receive this and inform me of 
your health and how Charley comes on and all others. 

Write often say every day. You don’t know how much I prize letters 
when I am absent from home— 

Your Hus—. 


Horace 


Horace Wells has been described by some of his contemporaries as 
follows: “With urusually refined and sensitive feelings and retiring man- 
ners, he seldom sought general society. . . .”® With this and other descrip- 
tions about his “serious mien”, it was somewhat surprising to find him 
joking and acting as “dan cupid” as he did in the following letter: 


Letter of June 9, 1844 addressed to Dea. Ira Wells, East Windsor, 
Scantic Village, Ct. 
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Hartford June 9, 1844 

Dear Uncle 

This letter is on business of much importance and I hope you will 
attend to it in a “business like manner”. It is no more nor less than the 
making up of a match between a gentleman of this City and Miss Hannah 
Potwine of your place—in short Mr. Hender my wife’s Uncle who is about 
60 years of age has just got a bill of divorce from his wife who resides in 
the West Indies, and having heard myself and wife speak of Miss Potwine, 
formerly, he has taken it into his head that he would like an introduction 
to her. He has accordingly requested me to write you on this subject in 
order to ascertain whether an introduction would be in accordance with her 
wishes if so he will call at your house and ask of you the favor to introduce 
him. You can state to her that he is about sixty years of age has about 
twelve or fifteen thousand dollars. He would like to have you see her as 
soon as convenient and if she wishes an introduction to state what day would 
be most convenient and to inform me forthwith. 


Yours truly H. Wells 


8Smith, Hon. Truman: An Inquiry Into the Origin of Modern Anesthesia. 
Brown and Gross, Hartford, 1867. 


Mrs. Wells writes to her brother Joseph Wales, and Horace Wells . 
adds two paragraphs. Having been told that he (Wells) “seldom sought 
general society,”‘®) I was surprised when he wrote about joining the Odd 
Fellows. Note again his joking reference to himself: 


, Letter of Sept. 20, 1846: (no address.) 


Sept. 20th, 1846 
My dear brother: 

I have nothing to write about but as you are so anxious to hear from 
Hartford I will say a few words. I have had a short visit from Livia this 
week, she started for Alabama last Thursday. (Sept. 17/46) She did not 
expect to leave before October. Her Mother is feeble, her complaint is a 
disease of the heart, she may live years and may not a month. i am expect- 
ing a visit from brother Charles this week, we are not in a very inviting 
d plight for visitors but they must take what they can get. Cattle Show and 
y Fair comes on soon and we have engaged Ann Morse to stay a few days. 


t, I suppose the folks from the country will favor us with a call, and that 
d lovely critter must be waited on, but I dont do it. Do you hear anything from 
iy Lem and family. Horace has opened his old office and is now engaged in 
ul dentistry. Mr. Gill has given up business here and is going into business in 
er Boston. Edward Cooke of N. Y. died at our insane Retreat a day or two 
of since. I must say Good Night and give room for Horace I believe Aunt 
Ba has a letter commensed to you. 
TS ‘Your affc. sister E W 
Brother Joseph 
I have nothing very especial to write yet I will say a few words, I 
have taken my old office for the practice of Dentistry again, how long I shall 
continue at it is very uncertain. I have also joined the “Odd Fellows” and 
am thus far very much pleased with their proceedings. I am well aware 
as that I was odd enough before, but this extra touch of oddity will do me no 
n- harm, on the whole I believe it to be a very useful society its name is not a 
. good one and should be changed. My Patent has not come yet, and I under- 
1p- stand it will not before November and perhaps not then. I wish you would 


im, not let Cutler and Robinson know that I have sent you a bath for they might 
make difficulty in consequence of it. 


Yours in haste H Wells 
The patent, No. 4836 for Shower Bath, was issued to Dr. Horace 


sOF, Wells of Hartford, Connecticut, on November 4, 1846. 
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That Wells could be sarcastic is shown in the following: 


Letter of Dec. 15, 1846, addressed to Joseph Wales, Esq., 28 India 


St., Boston, Mass. 
Hartford Dec. 15, 1846 
Brother Joseph 
Your letters came duly to hand and in reply would state that you was 
as successful as could be expected—for you know it costs a good round 
sum to fit up a new room and all the resources the poor man has to meet 
it is but twenty thousand dollars a year which he often states is the amount 
of his business. Well I wish you would keep the note and follow him up 
as often as you deem expedient. You will probably get it all the first of 
Jan? If you should be so fortunate to get anything please to send it to my 
address 117 Main St. I shall start for New York on Monday next. Noth- 
ing new in Hartford and all send love. 
Yours in haste H. Wells 


It appears to me that Wells is trying to collect money through his 
brother-in-law, Joseph Wales, on a note probably owed him by Morton. 
Nathan P. Rice in his “Trials of a Public Benefactor” reports: “Dr. Mor- 
ton at the time of his discovery (Oct. 16, 1846) and when in the full tide 
of professional practice, was in the annual receipt of $20,000 per annum.” 
Well’s reference to leaving for New York shows that his vessel for France 
sailed sometime after December 21, 1846. 


Horace Wells went to France “to purchase paintings for resale in the 
United States and to present his claims as the discoverer of anesthesia”’.‘® 
The following letter written by Mrs. Wells to her husband, who is at sea, 
contains many interesting bits of information concerning the family, his 
son, the controversy over the discovery of anesthesia, which was called the 
“gas war’, and some wifely counsel: 


Dec. 27th letter addressed to Dr, Horace Wells, care of Messrs. Hot- 
tinguer & Co., Paris, France. By steamer. (Written on back of page 
used as envelope: “I wish I could get inside of this and come to you, 


don’t you ?’’) 
Hartford Dec. 27th 1846 
My dear husband, 

I received your two letters and I now realize so much your absence, 
that I hasten to write you and then perhaps I shall feel the distance between 
us a little more diminished, in imagination at least. In the first place we are 
all well except Charley who has not yet entirely recovered from Christmas 
rejoicing. He is looking forwards to New Years and sighing for father to 
get him presents. We have had quite a mild spell of weather and I assure 
you the weather vane is watched pretty closely to see if the wind is in the 
right direction to carry you safely, just as if, I here in Hartford could tell 
the weather at sea. I called yesterday at Mr. Churchs and unexpectedly met 
Frederick, he has sold his large painting, The Emmigration of Hooker to our 
Institute for $130 and is now painting for Dr. Beresford. He leaves this 
week for N.Y. I have plenty of calls from my friends brimful of sympathy 
and a long one from Mrs. Buer. She says you will get woefully cheated by 
the interpreters if you are not careful, and I have had it from others besides 
her. So look out, and also carry as little that is valuable about your person 
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as possible or you will get robbed before you know it, and be careful of 
what acquantences you make for their greatest rogues have the most polite 
manner to strangers. How do you come on with the language, Can you ask 
for beef steak. Excuse my advice I have it from others and you may have 
it gratis. I believe you have taken all my courage with you as I am sadly 
worried about you and I shall not think you safe till I get you safe home 
again. 

(Written on margin of page 1: “The way the interpreters cheat, they 
charge so much a day and then get the one you bargain with to charge you 
extras and pay them for carrying you to the person”.) 


I must congratulate you about getting away before Uncle received a 
budget from England about his ancestors. He brought it in this week and 
it traces back ever so long and the Hender family have been some of them 
great big folks. Lords, Knights, Barons, etc., without number and the coat 
of arms too. It seems he sent to England some time since, and probably 
you would have had a special request to visit among our former glories if 
you had not been so fortunate as to get away, but I forget it has not as 
yet touched the Wales family. Ovr Hartford friends are getting quite in- 
terested about the gas war. Mrs. Ellsworth has promised me the reading 
of the medical papers, one came last evening but I have not got it yet. 
Bigalows peice is copied in the Courrent of this week. “Now comes the tug 
of war” and we will see who wins. I believe Uncle is as much interested as 
any one, in having you win. From what I hear it seems she is determined to 
set him against us, and I know he is pretty well tied up. We will see what 
two or three years will do. I predict he will get his eyes open by that time. 
Your friend Dr. Terry is quite kind and attentive, poor soul, he told me 
speaking of your leaving for such a long voyage, that his wife was un- 
willing he should be absent one night. Charley has stood here waiting to 
write you, till he has got out of temper and gone to bed. He has a vacation 
this week and that with the Christmas party has about upset him. I gave 
him two books and confectionary and he was “so happy”. He intends to do 
wonders before you return and when you write answer his letters or he will 
be quite indignant. I get quite laughed at when I tell our friends I shall 
not hear from you for 40 or 50 days they say you have stretched it. I must 
say Good night and give my eyes a little rest. Pleasent dreams. 


Dec. 28th 

How do you do this evening! I wish you would answer me, I imagine 
I could hear you. To day old Mr. Whitman has been buried the old gentle- 
man who has been so long with Mr. Robins in the Institute. He was buried 
in the old yard back of the Centre Church. Mr. Johnson is quite feeble 
threatened with the lung fever and three or four of the family are also sick. 
Do you know it is just one week today since you left us, Charley cannot 
realize you being away so far. He commenced learning to write to you to- 
day and ended by making St. Nicholas with a little round belly which shook 
when he laughed like a bowl of jelly. He says that as Aunt Ba has, I shall 
leave him space to speak. for himself, here he comes. 
My dear father 


I want to tell you about Mrs. Browns party. We had candies wrapped 
up in fringed paper and cakes with little round sugar plums on them. We 
played blind mans buff and drop the handkerchief. CHARLES. 


I think they had a jolly time. I heard they numbered 57. . . (section 
torn out of letter) ... the same time. Dr. Hawes attended. Mrs. Ellsworth 
has just told me, that the Dr. says there is nothing important in the journal 
of this week, no answer to either peice but some accounts of more operations 
performed. He is waiting for an answer to your peice or his. Now Horace I 
wish you would be punctual and write as often as possible. Don’t think me 
foolish. I have as much courage as possible during your absence. Your let- 
ters will do me more good than you are aware. Even writeing this has done 
me much good. Our folks say I have acted today as if I had a load off 
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my heart. If you are sick let me know. It will be better than suspense. Now 
mind what I say. Terry has just called and left two papers from Joe. I 
shall send with this the Philadelphia paper. He sends love. Charley lies here 
fast asleep on the sofa, he has been brimful of mischief today. Your aff wife. 
Elizabeth W. 


Written on margin of last page: Can you study now without being 
bothered or will this long epistle interrupt your machinery. 


The following letter by Mrs. Wells with an addition by Dr. Wells 
is mostly concerned with the controversy then raging between Morton, 
Jackson and Wells over the right to be called the discoverer of anesthesia. 
Dr. Wells had just recently returned from Europe (March 1847) and 
more recently (April 1847) from New York where he had gone “with his 
attorney—to the Customs House to get the paintings purchased in Paris.’ 
The book referred to is “History of the Discovery of the Application of 
Nitrous Oxide Gas, Ether and other Vapors to Surgical Operations,” by 
Dr. Horace Wells, published March 30, 1847 by J. Gaylord Wells, 
Hartford. 


April rath letter: 


Monday eve April 12th 47 
Dear Joseph, 

I suppose you think yourself quite forsaken, but I have been so busy 
that you must excuse me. Horace has just returned from New York, received 
the great letters of Dr. M’s and today is writeing an answer. 

Thomas Day, Putman’s brother has written to H and volunteered to 
assist him. So you can get all information. What do you think of the book, 
have you seen any in Boston. The Express took on a bundle to distribute, 
also to N. York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, & Albany. A large bundle went 
by steamer to London & Paris. Hartford folks are wide awake and say 
Horace will get it. He had a letter from the Army and Navy committe 
makeing enquiries concerning the gas. I suppose you are aware that Dr. 
Jackson petitioned Congress for one hundred thousand dollars, & our Mr. 
Dixson stopped the whole and gave the claim to H. I have stopped writeing 
to look at some beautiful oil paintings which have arrived today. They are 
beautiful in the real sense of the word. We cannot get any of the letters 
which are written for our side. Horace goes to the office but they are gone. 
1 have not seen Dr. Brewsters or Burritts. 

Aunt says tell Joseph I have been trying to write and intend to write 
soon. Isaac Norton was here to day trying to get a situation, he says Edward 
is worse and they some expect Livia home this fall. I must bid you Good bye 
as tea is ready and will write again soon. We are making up a bundle of 
clothing for Ireland, Humphrey & Leyms, and Ed Parsons receive all that 
is to be sent. 
















Good night 
your sis Lib 







Brother Joseph—I have written an answer to Morton’s piece in the 
“Post” which will undoubtedly appear in the course of two or three days. I 
; wish you would keep watch and when it is published buy me 4 or 5 pa- 
4 pers and send them to me as I wish-you would also send me as many papers 
, containing Mortons piece for if he has sent it out to Europe I wish to send 
the papers containing his article with my reply which will knock him into a 
" cocker hat—yours in haste ; 

N.B. Buy all the papers containing “gas” and send them to me—Keep 
an account of the cost including postage—H. 
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Dr. Wells’ reply to “Mortons piece” did appear in the Boston Post, 
April 22, 1847, Vol. 30, No. 95, Page 1.‘ 


Five years after the suicide of Dr. Wells the battle in Congress for 
the $100,000 and the title of the discoverer of anesthesia still raged. Tru- 
man Smith, Senator from Connecticut, was Horace Wells’ Champion. 


The following letter having been received from Joseph Wales’ daugh- 
ter, it can be surmised that it was written to him. Mr. Wales was very 
active in advancing the claims of his brother-in-law. 


Washington city Feb 13th 1853 
Dear Sir 


Dr. Riggs is here. I learn with infinite regret that the experiment at the 
Hospital yesterday proved a failure, tho Dr. Riggs says Dr. Mott remarked 
the gas had not had a fair trial. I fear this will do us infinite mischief. I 
am astonished you should go forward with an experiment without Riggs or 
Ellsworth to assist who know how to administer the gas. Riggs says there 
was not gas enough! How could this be. Unless you manage better we are 
ruined irretrivably. What do you propose to do! Are you to try again. If 
so I beg you to have the thing done right— 

Yours truly 
Truman Smith 

P. S. Let me hear from you. Had you not better see Professor Pars- 
ture and take his advice—Dr. Mott should attend any future experiment— 
you should—(indecipherable). 


Dr. Riggs thinks you should get Mr. Colton to prepare the gas and 
should take care to have a good supply on hand. On the whole I think it will 
not do to stop where you are—You must demonstrate the efficiency of the 
gas in N. York. 


Dr. Riggs was a former student of Horace Wells and was the man 
who extracted Dr. Wells’ tooth on December 11th, 1844 at the first public 
demonstration of anesthesia.‘©) He continued to use it in his practice of 
dentistry. Mr. Coiton was Gardner Q. Colton, the chemist who gave the 
exhibition and lecture, Dec. 10, 1844, “On chemical phenomenon where 
the idea of inhalation anesthesia crystallized in Wells’ mind,”“® and who 
brought a bag of gas to Wells’ office the next day where the first inhala- 
tion anesthetic for an operation was administered. Dr. Mott was Dr. Val- 
entine Mott of New York whom Horace Wells visited during the summer 
of 1846 “and made the fact known .. . of the influence of Nitrous Oxyd 
or Sulphuric Ether to obliterate all consciousness of pain in surgical op- 
erations. . . . ”’(9 


9Smith, Hon. Truman. An examination of the Question of Anesthesia arising 
on the Memorial of Charles Thomas Wells. Gray, New York, 1859. 





The price of liberty will be paid with War Savings Bonds and Stamps. 
Lend—not give—your savings for the war effort. Buy United States 
War Bonds and Stamps. 
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DENTAL INFORMATION, PLEASE 


Edited by LOUIS I. GROSSMAN, D.D.S., Dr. Med. Dent. 


Note: 1. Send all questions to 1002 Medical Arts Building, Philadel- 
phia, (2). 2. Questions of general interest will be given preference for 
publication in this department. 3. For quick reply a return addressed 
and stamped envelope should be enclosed. 





To the Editor: I purchased a few pounds of mercury some time ago. 
Some of the mercury in the bottle which I am now using is quite dark. 
Is there any way in which I can clean it myself? 

Answer: Pure mercury should not darken if kept in a sealed con- 
tainer. Mercury exposed to air will darken but may readily be cleaned by 
one of the following methods: (1) Dip a cotton swab in cloroform and 
run it back and forth through the mercury. Clean the inside of the bottle 
in the same way. Repeat several times until the silvery luster of pure 
mercury is restored. (2) Cover the surface of the mercury with a thin 
layer of cloroform. Plug the mouth of the bottle with a cotton roll. Shake 
carefully so as not to spill the mercury. In about one minute, the mercury 
will be clean again. 





To the Editor: A physician sent a specimen prescription for bone 
flour with a patient, requesting that it be prescribed by me to the patient 
for prevention of decay of teeth. Is there any evidence that bone meal 
is effective in preventing decay? 

Answer: The physician was probaly influenced by an article which 
appeared recently in the lay press regarding the use of bone meal, which 
contains a ponderable amount of fluorine, for the prevention of dental 
caries. The article was based on a paper by S. G. Harootian in the 
J.A.D.A., for September 1943, in which the author claimed to have 
observed only 1 cavity in a period of 9 months in g patients to whom 
he had given 5 grain capsules of bone flour three times a day. The bone 
flour is made from bones of animals and each 5 grain capsule contains 
about 0.31 mg. of fluorine. About 1 mg. of fluorine in combined form 
was therefore administered daily. 

Where dental caries is concerned, a study based on only 9 months 
observation on g people has no scientific standing. There are numerous 
patients who have had no caries experience in a 9 months period. This is 
particularly true of those past the teen age or shortly thereafter, the pe- 
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riod of greatest susceptibility. The 9 patients on whom the tests were 
conducted averaged 34 years of age. As a matter of fact, despite the 
administration of bone flour in this group, only 8 of the 9 patients re- 
mained free of caries during the period of observation. Furthermore, 
@ priori it is questionable whether the fluorine present in bone flour 
(which is essentially calcium and phosphorus) can become dissociated and 
so become available to the body because of-the powerful affinity fluorine 
has for calcium. In fact, that is the rationale behind the application of 
a solution of sodium or potassium fluoride to the teeth. The fluorine in 
solution becomes absorbed on the tooth surface because of the affinity of 
fluorine for the calcium contained in tooth structure. In the case of bone 
flour, the fluorine is already combined with calcium and may not become 
dissociated from it. 





To the Editor: I have used fluorine for desensitizing teeth by rub- 
bing the paste into the tooth with a rubber polishing wheel revolving it 
against the tooth until it feels hot. In some cases it has turned out very 
well, but in others it hasn’t. In one case, the patient still complains of 
pain, only, instead of it coming when the patient is eating as it did before, 
it seems to be there all the time, except that it is mild. Is there anything 
else I can use which is safe and won’t stain the tooth? 

Answer: Fluorine desensitizing paste, consisting of equal parts of 
sodium fluoride, white clay and glycerine, has been found to be another 
effecitve method for desensitizing the necks of teeth. From the history 
given of constant pain following treatment, one wonders whether a 
hyperemia or mild inflammation of the pulp was caused by the heat of 
the revolving rubber wheel in applying the paste. Ordinarily, such a re- 
action is not commonly observed where the paste is simply applied or is 
burnished over the dentin with a hand burnisher. 

Either a saturated solution of potassium carbonate in glycerine or 
sodium-potassium carbonate paste may be found effective and will not 
stain tooth structure. The latter may be made up as follows: 
Monohydrated sodium carbonate I part 
Potassium carbonate 5 parts 
Triturate in mortar. Let stand overnight. Add few drops of glycerine 
to form paste. 

The method of application of either of the above desensitizing agents 
is as follows: (1) Brush the teeth to be treated with a prophylactic paste. 
(2) Spray with hydrogen peroxide. (3) Apply cotton rolls and dry the 
teeth to be treated with cotton or warm air. (4) Apply the desensitizing 
solution or paste on the tooth, and burnish onto the exposed dentin with 
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a warm, smooth instrument. Continue for from 3-5 minutes. (5) Wipe 
off excess medicament, dry thoroughly, and apply cavity varnish. 





To the Editor: In processing acrylics, is there any real difference 
whether the temperature is brought up slowly or whether the flask is put 
into boiling water right away? 

Answer: On the basis of experimental work, it is claimed that a pe- 
riod of time during which the temperature of the water is gradually 
brought up to the boiling point is preferable to immersion of the flask into 
boiling water. Owing to “internal heat” developed in the methyl-meth- 
acrylate by plunging the flask into boiling water, porosity will develop in 
the material. The greater the bulk of material, the greater will be the 
porosity. 

e 


BOOK REVIEW 


DENTAL PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 


By William H. O. McGehee, D.D.S., M.D., Late Professor Dental Practice Man- 
agement, Georgetown University; formerly Professor of Dental Pathology, 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics and Dean, Dental Department, Medical Col- 
lege of Virginia; etc., and Alfred S. Walker, D.D.S., Professor Emeritus 
of Pulp Canal Therapy and Special Lecturer on Practice Management, New 
York University College of Dentistry; former Member of Board of Dental 
Examiners, State of New York; formerly Chairman Judicial Council, Ameri- 
can Dental! Association, etc. The Year Book Publishers, Inc., Chicago. Pages 
290. Price $3.00. 

This is an excellent book written by two competent and well-known 
dentists, both successful in their respective fields. The bulk of the book 
deals with everyday problems of office management. The rest of the book is 
devoted to ethics as applied to dentistry and to dental jurisprudence. The 
text throughout is kept on a high plane, in keeping with professional dis- 
cussion of the subject. 

The busy practitioner should be just as interested in reading this book 
as one (if there be one today) who is not so busy, since suggestions are 
given for retaining as well as for building a practice. The book discusses 
the factors involved in economic success, the opportunities available to 
those about to begin practice or who are already in practice, it treats of 
office personnel and daily routine of practice, it describes office stationery, 
discusses fees, accounting, savings and investments, and in a general way 
discusses the socio-economic relationship of the dentist to the community. 
The chapter devoted to office records might have been more complete if a 
record chart of the services rendered the patient had been included. The 
chapter devoted to establishing and maintaining the confidence of patients 
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offers a number of practical examples for dealing with patients to the 
mutual satisfaction of both. This part of the book abounds in personal 
anecdote and in examples taken from personal practice. 

The balance of the book deals with ethics and with the law as applied 
to dental practice. The latter particularly holds much interest for the prac- 
ticing dentist who may not realize that in the eyes of the law he may be 
considered at times a manufacturer and producer, or that he may be the 
innocent victim of a peculiar husband and family relationship, or that he 
may be sued for malpractice for operating on a minor without the par- 
ent’s consent. 

“Dental Practice Management” is well written and abounds in prac- 
tical pointers for the practicing dentist. 


ATLAS OF THE MouTH AND ADJACENT PARTS IN HEALTH AND DISEASE 


By Maury Massler, D.D.S., M.S., Director of the Child Research Clinic, Professor 
of Histology and Lecturer in Stomatology (College of Medicine) and Isaac 
Schour, D.D.S., Ph.D., D.Sec., Professor of Histology and Head of the De- 
partment of Histology, University of Illinois College of Dentistry. Drawings 
by Carl T. Linden. 180 Illustrations (19 in Color). Published by the Ameri- 
can Dental Association, Chicago. Price $2.50. 

This is an excellent book for the dentist, physician, student or lay- 
man. Each of the 18o illustrations tell a graphic story whether it be of 
tooth eruption, action of the tempero-mandibular joint, anatomy of the 
head as concerned in mastication, effect of mouth breathing or of cross- 
brushing of the teeth, or the stages in the progress of dental caries. For 
each page of illustration there is a page of explanation supplementing the 
pictorial story. While no effort is made at attaining completeness, the es- 
sential details are reliably presented. In a sense this book serves to give 
one a bird’s eye view of the scope of dentistry. The book was originally 
planned as an aid to teaching dental and medical students but it will be 
found just as useful to the dentist himself and for patient education. 


FUNDAMENTALS OF OCCLUSION 


By Samuel Hemley, D.D.S., F.A.C.D., Head of the Department of Orthodontics, 

New York University, College of Dentistry. 377 pages with 504 illustrations 

on 286 figures. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1944. 

Price $6.50. 

Although “Fundamentals of Occlusion” was written as a textbook 
for an undergraduate course in orthodontics, its theme is so basic that it 
should be studied carefully by every dentist, particularly those interested 
in periodontics and denture construction. Occlusion is fundamental to 
dental practice whether it be in the restoration of a tooth by means of a 
filling, or by more extensive restoration by bridge or denture. Perusal of 


[ 303 ] 





THE PENNSYLVANIA 





this book should lead to a broader understanding of the subject of occlu- 
sion, since it deals with the concepts of occlusion and the general forces 
concerned in occlusion. 


The major (latter) half of the book is concerned specifically with 
occlusion as it relates to orthodontics. In this part of the book the etiology 
of occlusion, classification of malocclusion, and tissue changes associated 
with tooth movement are discussed. The author has apparently tried to 
evaluate the theories and technics of orthodontic practice as objectively 
as possible and in this he has succeeded rather well. The book is written 
lucidly and in a scholarly manner. 


OraL HistoLocy AND EMBRYOLOGY 
Edited by Balint Orban. Foundation for Dental Research of the Chicago College 
of Dental Surgery, School of Dentistry, Loyola University. With 262 Text 

Illustrations, Including 4 Color Plates. St. Louis, The C. V. Mosby Co., 1944. 

Pages 342. Price $6.50. 

On rare occasions, rarer than need be perhaps, this reviewer has 
thrilled to an unusually fine textbook. Within the last 5 years only 3 such 
outstanding works—one on crown and bridgework, another on pathology, 
and a third on orthodontics—can be recalled. To this list, a fourth may 
now be added, namely, Oral Histology and Embryology. This book, com- 
posed of 16 well-integrated chapters by 19 authors is a model contribution 
in its field for clarity of writing and illustration, for choice of subject 
matter presented, and for the painstaking care taken in presenting a factual 
knowledge of the subject. 

Oral Histology and Embryology treats of the microscopic anatomy 
of the teeth and associated parts, including the tempero-mandibular joint 
and maxillary sinus. There are also chapters on the development of the 
teeth, oral cavity and face, on eruption and shedding of teeth, and on 
the glands of the oral cavity. Each chapter in the book ends with a sec- 
tion devoted to clinical considerations of the material just presented, so 
that no matter what branch of dentistry one is interested in, some clinical 
application of dental histology will be found in the book. 

To write such a book as this required the services of the following 
outstanding names in the field of dental histology: Aisenberg, Bernier, 
Bevelander, Bodecker, Cheyne, Diamond, Gottlieb, Kerr, Kitchin, Kotanyi, 
Mueller, Nuckolls, Schour, Sicher, Skillen, Weinmann, Worman, Zander, 
and the editor Orban. Each chapter contributed was criticized and com- 
mented upon by all the others before it was rewritten and ready for press. 
In this way, each chapter represents the mature judgment of all the con- 
tributors. 
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The practitioner will find this a valuable book for correlating clinical 
practice with a biologic foundation, while the student of dentistry may 
well use this book as one of the heavy timbers upon which to lay the 
foundation of dentistry. 


THE AMERICAN ILLUSTRATED MEDICAL DICTIONARY 


By W. A. Newman Dorland, A.M., M.D., F.A.C.S., Lieut.-Colonel, M.R.C., U. S. 
Army; Member of the Committee on Nomenclature and Classification of 
Diseases of the American Medical Association; Editor of “American Pocket 
Medical Dictionary”. With the Collaboration of E. C. L. Miller, M.D., Medi- 
cal College of Virginia. Twentieth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 1668 
pages with 885 illustrations, including 240 portraits. Flexible and Stiff 
Binding. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1944. Plain 
$7.00. Thumb-Indexed $7.50. 


After three years, it has apparently been found necessary to issue 
another edition of this now well-known dictionary which states 
on the flyleaf to be “a complete dictionary of the terms used in 
medicine, surgery, dentistry, pharmacy, chemistry, nursing, veterinary 
science, biology, medical biography, etc”. While this edition has slightly 
fewer pages, portraits, and illustrations than the last (in keeping with the 
times) the loss is not at all obvious. In fact, one questions whether many 
obsolete dental terms could not be dropped to advantage, such as ortho- 
dontology (orthodontia), endodontitis (inflammation of the dentinal 
pulp), rhizodontropy (fixation of an artificial crown upon the natural 
root of a tooth), the secondary meaning of exodontia to denote forward 
protrusion of teeth, etc. Also, it seems as if space is unnecessarily devoted 
to such terins as apicectomy, apiceotomy, apioectomy, and apiectomy, all 
of which are synonyms of apicoectomy, the most generally accepted term. 
On the other hand, perhaps the inclusion of such obsolete or obsoiescent 
terms makes the dictionary a “complete dictionary” as stated above. 

It is difficult to determine the criteria that decide whose portraits 
shall be included in the dictionary. For example, the editors are to be 
congratulated upon the inclusion of Edward Angle’s portrait but those of 
Horace Wells and W. D. Miller are omitted! In the medical field, the 
Miller-Abbott tube is listed under the physician’s names but no mention is 
made of Chevalier Jackson either under his name or under bronchoscope. 

Despite this slight criticism, the American Illustrated Medical Dic- 
tionary is an excellent reference work. The terms are clearly and suc- 
cinctly defined. The book contains hundreds of new words not found in 
any other medical dictionary. This edition has .been completely revised 
and brought up to date. The terminology now conforms with that of 
“Standard Nomenclature of Diseases and Operations” of the A.M.A. 

It is a fortunate circumstance that the paper and cover are up to the 
standard of previous editions of this work. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 


SECOND DISTRICT 
District Editor . ° ‘ ‘ Chas. L. R. Myers 
DENTAL Society OF CHESTER AND DELAWARE COUNTIES 

The May Meeting of the Dental Society of Chester and Delaware 
Counties will be held May 17, 1944, at the Llanerch Country Club, Dr. 
Martin D. Bruner, President, Presiding. 

The afternoon clinics will be given by members of the Clinic Club, 
featuring Dr. Howard C. Watson of Chester and Dr. Joseph D. Tucker- 
man of Media discussing a “Simplified Treatment of Vincent’s Stomatitis” 
and Dr. Frank Savits of Chester and Dr. John E. Wittek of Norwood 
speaking on “Practical Denture Prosthesis for the General Practitioner.” 

Following dinner a question and answer forum will be held with Dr. 
George C. Davis, Dr. Victor H. Frank and Dr. Earl R. Woerner all of 
Philadelphia answering questions posed by the members on oral surgery 
and extraction. 

Two applications for membership are to be considered, Dr. William 
J. Crowley, Ardmore, Pa. and Dr. Robert G. Wilson, Sprinfield, Pa. 


e 
THIRD DISTRICT 
District Editor ‘ ‘ ‘ Herman H. Gerstein 
LuZERNE DENTAL SOCIETY 

Dr. Herbert K. Cooper, of Lancaster, President-Elect of Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society, renowned orthodontist, Chief of Rehabilitation 
Department, Hershey Foundation, was the outstanding speaker, on April 
19th at the Kirby Health Center, 2 P. M. and Medical Society Rooms, 
8:30 P. M. This was a combined medico-dental meeting. 

Dr. Cooper’s subject, “The Cleft Palate Problem” was presented in a 
most unusual manner, with the aid of recording appartus and the presenta- 
tion-of several successfully treated patients. He brought with him his en- 
tire staff of assistants, including a psychiatrist and a laboratory technician. 

In the afternoon-at the Kirby Health Center, a practical demonstra- 
tion of his work was given, including his methods of appliance construc- 
tion. Several patients were examined and diagnosed there for possible 
treatment. Physicians were invited to attend this session. 

In the evening, a joint medico-dental meeting was treated to a com- 
plete resume of his work with the aid of slides, models and movies. 

Dr. Cooper is an inspiring orator and one who made you proud of 


being a dentist. Atitson H. MItter, Secretary. 
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ScraANTON District DentaL Society 
Over 100 members attended the regular meeting of the Scranton Dis- 
trict Dental Society, April 24, 1944. Dr. Hillard Nevin gave a very in- 
teresting lecture on local anesthesia, and showed two colored motion 
pictures illustrating the new technique in infraorbtal and mandibular in- 
jections. 
J. Pau Jones, Secretary 


LycominGc County DENTAL AsSISTANTS ASSOCIATION 

The regular monthly meeting of the Lycoming Dental Assistants As- 
sociation was held on Wednesday evening, May roth, at the Chinese 
Restaurant. It was in the form of a dinner party for Miss Dorothy Lovell 
who will be married sometime in June. The girls also presented Miss 
Lovell with a gift. Those present were: Mrs. Jennie Donnell, Mrs. Rachel 
Reamer, and the Misses Hilda Murray, Elaine Henninger, Betty Seybert, 
Madeline Shimp, Janice Bender, Shirley Leidhecker, Dorothy Lovell, 
Helen Spillard and Mrs. Hazel Sterling. 


Hitpa Murray 
+ 


FIFTH DISTRICT 
District Editor P ° ° Paul E. Bomberger 
Harris DENTAL SOCIETY OF LANCASTER 
Dean of Temple University Dental School, Dr. Gerald D. Timmons, 
was the speaker at the April meeting of the Harris Dental Society. His 
talk on “Dentistry and the Future” was thought-provoking and delivered 
in Dr. Timmons’ usual dynamic manner. 
The election of officers resulted as follows: 
President—Dr. W. S. Simons 
Vice President—Dr. U. W. Treichler 
Secretary—Dr. T. B. Garvey 
Treasurer—Dr. C. S. Benson 


HARRISBURG DENTAL SOCIETY 

The May meeting of the Harrisburg Dental Society was held on Fri- 
day the 12th in the Academy of Medicine. 

The clinician was Dr. George C. Davis of Philadelphia; his topic, 
“Mistakes I Have Made In Exodontia”. Dr. Davis, with his experience 
as a teacher and operator, capably presented his subject in a most prac- 
tical manner. It was adapted to help solve the problems of the general 
practitioner. 

The Executive Committee met at 7:30 P. M. Wampler was in charge 
of the social hour. 
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SATE STRICT 
District Editor. . Charles A. Sutliff 


The Sixth District comprising these counties Bradford, Montour, 
Clinton, Northumberland, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga, Unicn, Lycoming, is 
quite anxious to have an attendance worthy of the program arranged. We 
have acquired only one professional speaker Major George A. Nevitt, 
Dental Corps U. S. Health Service whose subject is a very timely one 
“Flourine in Water.” “Never be the first the new to have tried and neither 
be the last to lay the old aside.” He will come over from New York to 
give us the latest on that. Con McCole, Mayor of Wilkes-Barre, will be 
our afterdinner speaker. We take this means to invite everybody, who 
possibly can, to come. The Lycoming Dental Society will be the host 
at the Williamsport Country Club for an all day program of both serious- 
ness and relaxation. We had thought to have table clinics but decided 
against it. The golf tournament for the President’s trophy and other 
prizes will start promptly at 10 a. m. Best low ball will carry with it the 
President’s trophy. 

Dr. George W. Hevner, our president, has working with him the 
following members in committee : 

Advertising and Publicity—Dr. C. A. Sutliff, Chairman; Dr. C. B. Seely, 

Dr. M. Solomon, Dr. S. E. Chianelli. 

Country Club Arrangements—Dr. B. A. Lowry, Chairman; Dr. P. T. 

McGee, Dr. J. E. Whittaker. 

Scientific Program—Dr. C. C. Pagana, Chairman; Dr. F. P. VanValin, 

Dr. C. A. Sutliff. 

Banquet Entertainment—Dr. C. W. Williamson, Chairman; Dr. G. W. 

Hevner, Dr. R. E. Bennardi. 

Ladies Party—Dr. Martha Torok, Chairman; Mrs. C. W. Williamson, 

Mrs. P. T. McGee, Mrs. G. W. Hevner. 

Prizes—Dr. M. C. L. Ellis, Dr. E. G. Logue, Dr. F. S. VanValin, Dr. 

Martha Torok. 

We especially invite the wives as a fine afternoon of cards has been 
arranged. A general invitation has been issued to the dental assistants to 
attend as well as the hygenists. 

Program as set up. will start at 10 a. m. with the golf handicap 
tournament (all entries please notify Dr. B. A. Lowry, 25 W. Third 
Street, Willaimsport, Pa., by June 1oth). 

Lunch—1 :00 p. m. 

Cards—2:00 to 5:00 p. m. 

Dinner—6 :30 p. m. 

Speakers—Major George A. Nevitt and Con McCole. 

There will be prizes for golf, cards and other sports. 
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SEVENTH DISTRICT 
District Dae wc te . J. L. Porias 
CaMBRIA County DENTAL SOcIETY 

At our meeting held in the Capitol Hotel in Johnstown on Monday, 
April 24th, Dr. W. Paul Walker of Pittsburgh was the speaker. He 
spoke on “Exodontia for the General Practitioner.” Dr. Walker is an old 
friend of the Society’s and an able speaker. His talk on the problems 
which confront the general practioner was very helpful. The fact that 
Dr. Walker had taught most of the members while they were at Pitt made 
the meeting doubly enjoyable. 

Our meeting in May was held on Monday the 22nd at the Capitol 
Hotel in Johnstown with Dr. A. H. Finley of Pittsburgh as the clinician. 
He spoke on “Functional Occlusion in Dentures.” Dr. Findley has done 
considerable work under Dr. Meyers of Minneapolis and his talk on the 
method of gaining correct occlusion was well given and convincing. 

In the summer months the society turns away from labor to refresh- 
ment and the committee in charge have already plans on hand for a couple 
picnics and a day of golf. 

At the meeting of the Ladies Auxiliary held in the hotel, Mrs. 
Richard Goldberg, Mrs. C. S. Grabiak, Mrs. Frank Geer and Mrs. Rob- 
ert Holt were the hostesses. Bridge was played and prizes were won by 
Mrs. L. H. Engelbach, Mrs. T. W. Ling and Mrs. H. M. Benshoff. Next 
month on June 2!st in the afternoon they are having the women’s equiva- 
lent of a “stag” at the home of Mrs. H. M. Dunnegan in Ebensburg. 


NINTH DISTRICT 


District Editor T. J. MceFate 


The Ninth District Dental Society of Pennsylvania will hold its an- 
nual Spring Meeting at the Oakland Beach Hotel at Conneaut Lake, Penn- 
sylvania, on June 16th and 17th. The following program has been ar- 
ranged ; 

Friday, June 16th, morning 
E. Cart Miiter, D.D.S., Cleveland, Ohio 
Amalgam Fillings 
Friday, June 16th, afternoon 
W. F. Wape, D.D.S., Erie, Pennsylvania 
Review of Techniques 
Capt. SALAS 
Colored Slides on Diseases of the Mouth from the Army Medical 
Museum. 
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Saturday, June 17th, morning 
Reeve O. Dincman, D.D.S., M.D., Ass. Prof. of Oral Surgery, Uni- 
versity of Michigan 
Preparation of the Mouth for Immediate Dentures and Other 
Problems That the General Practioner Meets. 
Saturday, June 17th, afternoon 
Golf 
Ladies Auxiliary of Erie Sponsoring ladies entertainment. 
Banquet 
Dance 


Mercer County DENTAL Society 

The Mercer County Dental Society held its April meeting at the 
Riverside Hotel, Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

Col. Breckney, L. Col. Paskopoulos, and Capt. Burtt, of Camp Rey- 
nolds, were presented to the society. 

Mr. May, of Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Co., presented a Health 
and Accident Group Insurance Program which was approved by the 
Society. 

The nominating committee proposed the names of Dr. L. V. Knapp, 
for president, Dr. Roland Filer, vice president, and Dr. George T. Hay- 
maker, for secretary. They were unanimously elected. 

Dr. T. V. Holleran then presented a very interesting clinic on “A 
Modification of the Fournet-Fuller technique for taking lower impres- 
sions. 


Personal Mention: 


Capt. Miller has been promoted to the rank of Major. 
Geo. T. HAYMAKER, Sec’y. 


LAWRENCE County DENTAL Society 

The meeting of the Lawrence County Dental Society was held April 
25, 1944 at the Castleton Hotel with dinner served at 6:30 P. M. 

The president Dr. Ginsburg, introduced Mr. Dexter, representative 
of the Metropolitan Casualty Co., who presented the principles and ad- 
vantages of Health and Accident Group Insurance. 

The censorship committee composed of Drs. Meehan, Booher, and 
Hamilton acted favorably on the application of Dr. Henry Sloan for 
membership into the society. 

Following the business meeting. Dr. Ginsburg introduced the speaker 
of the evening, Dr. Leo Shonfield, of the Skin and Cancer Foundation 
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of Pittsburgh whose subject was “Oral Lesions of the Mouth.” In. his 
talk he referred particularly to the cancerous and syphilitic lesions. He 
also discussed plastic surgery. The pictures and discussion were enjoyed 
by all present. 


The Medical and Dental Societies of Lawrence County have placed 
an Honor Roll, of the men in service, in the lobby of the Castleton Hotel. 
The members of the Dental Profession are: 


UNITED STATES ARMY Unitep STaTes Navy 
Lt. H. I. Botwin Lt. R. A. Hamilton 
Capt. Meyer Frank Lt. A. G. Reynolds 
Lt. Richard Gilmore Lt. Leonard Stutz 
Lt. Col. W. F. Jackson Lt. R. F. Williams 


Major R. C. Lutz 

Lt. T. J. McFate, Jr. 
Capt. Anthony Masters 
Capt. F. R. Mrozek 
Major J. L. Reed 
Capt. H. R. Weber 
Capt. H. J. Olszewski 
Capt. P. S. Sargeant 
Lt. G. B. Plunkett 


Personal Mention: 


Attending the state meeting at Scranton, Pa., were Drs. J. A. Mee- 
han, T. J. McFate, and H. S. Gold. 
Attending the Cleveland Spring meeting were Drs. J. P. Campbell, 
R. C. Gilmore, and S. P. Zaremba. 
S. P. ZAREMBA, Sec’y. 
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GOOD-BYE AND THANKS 


Several of the Journal editorials 
during the past year have been on 
the subject of the care of the health 
of the individual members of our pro- 
fession. A few knew and possibly 
some others suspected, that the editor 
was writing from personal experience ; 
he was finally compelled to admit that 
old age was creeping upon him. In 
fact at times he thought senile decay 
was advancing at full gallop. How- 
ever now that he has revised his work- 
ing schedule in accord with his age, 
the old man’s home seems considerably 
more remote. One of the easiest ways to reduce the load of work was 
to resign as editor. Your editor had been thinking of this move for over 
a year but had hoped that be could round out the tenth year; considera- 
tions of health compelled an earlier resignation. 





However the editorial third person is not a very friendly way to 
phrase a farewell so let’s-break the rules and forget about it. 


Nine years ago I took over a rather anemic Journal and have tried 
to nourish and improve it so that I believe my successor, Dr. Cohen, has 
a fairly healthy magazine to handle. I know that he will make a better 
Journal of it and I hope that he will have as interesting an experience as 
I have had. 


So many members have been of assistance to me in so many dif- 
ferent ways the past nine years that if I attempted to list them all, I 
know I would slight some one—so please, all of you accept my sincere ap- 
preciation of your help. From the friendly and encouraging pats-on-the- 
back to the more time consuming assistance of my four star contributor, 
Dr. Louis I. Grossman of Philadelphia, originator of the department “Den- 
tal Information Please” and volunteer chief of the Book Review depart- 
ment, you have all made my work less burdensome. The many new 
friends are worth much more than the time taken from my practice. 


So thank you, thank you—and my best wishes to you all. 


FRED 
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Dentist Licensed in Pennsyl- 
vania would like to take over 
practice of dentist in the service, 
associate with busy dentist, or 
locate in area in need of dentist. 
References furnished. Address 
Box C, c/o Journal, 230 N. 5th 
St., Reading, Pa. 


PROFESSIONAL 
PROTECTION 


In addition to our Professional 
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